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Liza Taylor








Room A 154

Phone: 407-4175

ltaylor@amphi.com
Honors English 9
Course Policies & Procedures
Required Textbook:  You should have received the following texts from the bookstore:

· World Mythology- Glencoe (text)

· Vocabulary for The College Bound Student
· Houghton Mifflin Harcourt-Intro Literature Grade 9 (softcover text)
Novels/Plays/Myths:  During the year, we will be covering the following novels/plays in portions or in their entirety. 
· Gilgamesh-Unknown


Prometheus

Persephone


· Beowulf-Unknown


Titans: Birth of Zeus
Sisyphus
· The Iliad & The Odyssey- Homer

Perseus


Minotaur



· The Once and Future King- White

Pandora


Judgment of Paris



· Romeo & Juliet- Shakespeare

Labors of Hercules
Materials:  You must have the following specific items for this class:

· (1) 1 ½ inch three ring binder (devoted just to English) with college ruled loose leaf paper

· Six tabulated dividers- labeled: 

Vocabulary, Writing, Literature, Grammar, IT/CR (Informational Text/Close Reading) Literary Terms
· (3) packs of 3x5 note cards (LINED) 
· (1) pack “Post It Notes” (3” x 3”) for annotation in the novels

· IRHS planner or calendar 

· Pens/pencils

Grading Policy: The following scale will be used to determine your grade:
A= 100%- 89.5%   B= 89.4%- 79.5% C= 79.4%- 69.5% D= 69.4%- 59.5% F= 59.4 & below
Course Overview: This class is the first of two in preparation for Advanced Placement classes in English.  We will survey classical literature up to and through the Renaissance with an emphasis on level questions/thinking, close reading skills, informational texts and academic writing instruction/in class timed essays.
Parent Portal & Google Classroom:  PLEASE make it a habit to visit the parent/student portal frequently.  Here you will be able to see your grade in detail and in real time.  Also, I maintain Google Classroom where all lesson plans for the week will populate each Monday morning.  THIS IS SUCH AN IMPORTANT TOOL for students and parents to see what was done in class each day, when homework/projects/exams are due and important class reminders.
Attendance & Make-Up Work:  Attendance is crucial for your success in class.  You must pass all four years of English to graduate.  Please do not allow attendance to be the reason you lose credit for this course. My time with you is a precious commodity so your regular and prompt attendance is expected.  In accordance with Arizona state law and Amphitheater Public School District’s Governing Board policy, students cannot miss more than 10% of each class. Students enrolled in year-long courses may only have 17 excused absences, after which all additional absences will be marked as “unexcused.” Students in semester-long courses may only have 9 excused absences, after which, each additional absence will be marked as “unexcused.” Please note, teachers are not required to provide make-up work for any absence that is marked “unexcused.” Regular school attendance is essential for success in school. Official, pre-arranged school events do not count toward this total.  Make up work for excused absences prior to the 17-day limit will be accepted (a day for each day excused).  Long-term assignments that have been assigned BEFORE the absence are due as scheduled, even if an absence is excused.  It is a student’s responsibility to consult me, Google Classroom, or other students for information about what was missed during absences.  I will not chase you down!
**CHECK GOOGLE CLASSROOM ALWAYS & EVERYDAY. ALWAYS refer to this to see what we did during an absence. This is also an excellent place to get class reminders.  If you have an excused absence, you have the number of days absent to make up your work.  Please obtain an “absent work” slip and attach it to your assignment.  Work should be turned in to me.  In the event of extended absence, see me regarding deadlines.
Missing Work/Zeros:  I am often asked whether missing work (zeros) can be “made up”.  I do not allow students to hand in late work. It is my class policy. It is always better to move forward with progress and not burdened with old work that is now out of context.  Complete your work thoughtfully and on time and this will not be an issue!
Late Work/NQA:  At the beginning of each quarter, you will receive one “No Questions Asked” coupon (NQA).  This coupon is used for ANY assignment over the quarter (except group presentations).  You may attach an NQA coupon to the late assignment (up to one week late) for full credit.  At the end of the quarter, any unused NQA coupons will be collected for 10 points extra credit.  * NO OTHER LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED! 
Quizzes/Exams:  If you are absent (excused) for a quiz or exam, it is your responsibility to schedule a make-up for the first conference days after the absence. Once exams have been distributed, make ups WILL NOT be allowed!

Conference Period: I will be available during weekly conferences times for a variety of reasons.  You may make up tests, receive one-on-one guidance with writing and work on projects.  My room is always open to you.

The “Big Three”:

· Respect in all areas…. conduct yourselves like true ladies and gentlemen.

· Drinks and snack food are permitted UNLESS we have a problem. 

· Cell phones are placed in the cellphone cubbies daily.

Early/Missed Final Exams:

It is school policy that final exams are administered on the published dates prescribed by the district.  If your son/daughter cannot attend the final exam, a grade of zero will be assessed in the gradebook until the student makes an appointment (AFTER ASSIGNED FINALS WEEK) to complete the exam.  If an exam is not completed within a specific time frame, the zero will stick.  Please visit with me for further details/questions/concerns.

Assignment Disclosure to Parents: 

Throughout the course of the year, our literature will spark dialogue about student/family opinions, issues of morality, religion and relationships.  If at any time you or your child is uncomfortable with these topics, your student may “opt out” of the assignment, writing or literature.  The student and teacher will create an alternative assignment and assessment.  Please visit with me anytime! 

Integrity In Writing:

You have chosen to enroll in an academically rigorous course that will be challenging.  You will read and write A LOT!  The IRHS English department uses Turnitin.com to monitor plagiarism in writing.  The internet is a wonderful tool, however, articles will not be “cut and pasted” and passed off as original work.  If I suspect plagiarism or cheating of any kind, I will follow the IRHS Honor Code and disciplinary action will be taken.  Please do not go down this road…you wouldn’t want to cheat me out of the opportunity to experience your brilliance now, would you????
Teaching and literature are my passions!  I am so thrilled to be a part of your high school experience and I look forward to a relevant and rigorous year!
_________________________________     ___________________________________


Parent Signature 





Student Signature

